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Chief, Geogrephy Division 6 Auguet 1957
Cuief, Geographile Ressarch Ares

Research on Afyica

1. As you know, provisios was mads in the budzet subxissions
for FY 1950 snd FY 1959 fur & progrem of externsl resserch on the
geogrephy of Africa. Autherity for the progren was reguested
becnins: (a) we recognize a priority nreed for (SR to strengthen
its resesaxrch capabilities on this ares $0 a poisnt coumens.rats
with an anticipated incressing dsmand; and {0} the progren would
protact us in the event that no wuy can ve found to perform the
2ecessary ressuzeh internally.

2. It remains tc ve estsblishel thet such a contrect is
cleaxrly the baet of the seuns we bave at hand 0 securs wdeg.ate
geographic files on Africa. In the avemt that this is 80 estadblished,
we have yet %0 deteramise the ressarch plan and an sppropriate com-
tractes.

xmuxmwmm:mwmmuuwm,
4 guostantively-equipped ad fatersatied
party at a meeting in my office at 1h0O,
1h sugnet 1957. Other peopls in D/GC may be lovited LIf you so
desire. It would secu thai, &s & Lirsi siap. vwe wust dafins at
this meoting exsctly (a) tie wres aod topleal coversge we require;
{b) the form of the resuits -- whether rav collation, evalueted
sollation, besiz yesesrch report series, or other type of product;
(c)wwmummawﬂavsm(a)mmmrpmw 2y vhich
this effort 1s 0 bLe realised in the fora of fiatshed intelligence.
With this done, vo con take the sscond stey of reassessing our
existing intersal rescurces in cosgarison with the sdveniages and
disadvantages of axternally conducted work.

. It 1is possible thal we will not acoonglish everyining in
one aeeting. However, it is desiracle that you and your paople
give thorough consideration to the sapscts of the mstter thet ave
noted sbove, as well as to others that seam sppropriusts to you, in
advance of the schedulsd discusaion.
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